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Introduction

This article is about the Christianity of the Arab and Islamic East tackled within
the context of exploring the issue of “Otherness” or “Alterity”,as a matter of
great importance for the following reasons:

1. Its immediacy: The religious “Other” (A term specifically designated to
refer to “the Other,” l'autre which generally means: A cultural being
different in terms of race, color, language or religion) or a “non-Muslim” is
still making part and parcel of the daily scene in the Islamic societies in the
East and Westin the way he used to be an essential and even decisive
component in the making of the Arab-Islamic civilization, in formulating its
texts and the mechanisms of thinking and writing about it, and in taking
actions in the social religious, economic and political bodies.

2. It presents intellectual, political, social and religious challenges to the
Muslim “self” and the non-Muslim “other”, especially under the complexity
of channels of dialogue and the difficulty of coexistence that we are
witnessing today between two parties that have been dividing, throughout
their history, land, culture, history and destiny. In spite of this, mutual
exclusion, with its various forms, remains the master of the situation.

3. For various questions raised by this issue: on the nature of the religious
phenomenon in general and in its relationship to the phenomena surrounding
it, on the history of the Arab Islamic societies and the peoples that contained
it upon the Islamic “conquest” movement. This issue, also, raised questions
on the mechanisms that historically governed coexistence and co-habitation
between Muslims and Christians, on the nature of the jurisprudential
discourse that has been regulating the status of the non-Muslim Other in the
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land of Muslims, and on the feasibility of continuing to adhere to his
concepts or defend him and his religious textual background.

4. For its inevitability from an existential philosophical point of view: the non-
Muslim other is not only a partner of the Arab Muslim subject in history,
land and destiny. Rather, he is making part of its being in the philosophical
sense, and he is the maker of the world that surrounds it. This is what the
Tunisian thinker "Abdel-Wahab Bouhdiba" expressed by saying that "We
are all born into Otherness, and we establish ourselves within the scope of
otherness™:. The ego's proof of its being and its existence in the world does
not attain without a dialectical interaction with other egos for the ego to be
distinguished from others and be independent of its semi-peers. Which is
what Sartre alluded to when he posed his existential question: “Can I exist
without others?” And he answered that the ego is the Other, and that this
Other autrui is necessary for the existence of the Ego and for its self-
knowledge as a free and transcendent self 4.
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- Jean Corbon, L' Eglise des Arabes, Les Editiond du Cerf, Paris, 1977, pp 11- 12.8
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