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Abstract

The first quarter of the twentieth century witnessed the end of the Ottoman
Sultanate in the Arab Levant and the emergence of the term “state” in the sense
of nationalist ideology or through geographical divisions within secret
agreements, through which the Western colonial (colonial) countries controlled
the division of the Sultanate’s legacy. The Sultanate was able to create a factor
of political stability, at least in the Arab Levant, until the first quarter of the
nineteenth century, after which its weakness increased, as foreign concessions,
interventions by European countries, and rebellion of governors and princes
increased... At the same time, signs of nationalism and identity began to enter the
depths of Arab thinking at the end of the century. The nineteenth and the
beginning of the twentieth century coincided with the beginning of European
foreign intervention and the emergence of the concept of protecting sects,
especially Christianity, as evidence of the weakness that befell the Sultanate.
What most draws the attention of historians is that national identity, Arab
nationalism, and citizenship emerged within sectarian restrictions. Even the
overlapping geography and demographics did not prevent the owners of the new
entity and the colonial divisions of the West (the Sykes-Picot Agreement) since
the beginning of the year 1920 from performing politically below the level of the
idea of a unifying state more than a hundred years ago until the present time.
This process of political transformations did not resolve the debate among the
Lebanese about identity and belonging, even though the constitution had
resolved it that Lebanon had an Arab identity and a final homeland and
enshrined the unity of the people, the land, institutions and the democratic
system. However, there is a crisis in application and practice and the challenges
of the sects and their various partisan components within sectarian, regional and
nationalist ideologies and conflicts. Intellectualism and those who call for
confederation or federalism, decentralization, neutrality, and the presence of
clauses in the constitution that have continued to reinforce sectarianism in
application and practice since 1926... Sectarian theorists focus on detailing the
popular and sectarian mood, and matters are made worse by the presence of a
large number of historians, researchers, intellectuals, clerics, and parties who are
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working to Exacerbating differences and weakening the sense of national
identity, citizenship, and the depth of national affiliation through the heavy
legacy that remained since the end of the Ottoman Empire and was strengthened
and consolidated through the French role in the concept of the mandate.
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